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9 God Calls Abram 
  Key Themes
• God’s plans are perfect.

• God rewards faith and obedience.

Key Passages
• Genesis 12:1–5; Hebrews 11:8–10, 11:16

Objectives
Students will be able to:

• Describe how Abram demonstrated his faith in God.

• Distinguish between rewards on earth and rewards in heaven.

Lesson Overview

COME ON IN

Come On In page 5

Children will unscramble the words from the memory verse on the Acts 17:26–27 Word Scramble 
activity sheet and then color the picture on the sheet. 

STUDYING THE WORD

Studying God’s Word page 5

God called Abram to leave his family. God promised Abram a great land, a great nation, a great 
name, and that he would be a blessing. Abram believed God, demonstrating faith and obedience 
though he never saw the promises fulfi lled. Abram was confi dent in the heavenly rewards. 

ACTIVITY 1

1
Activity 1: God Keeps His Promises  page 7

Children will review Abraham’s obedience to God and God’s promises to Abraham by fi lling out 
the God Keeps His Promises worksheet. 

ACTIVITY 2

2
Activity 2: Earthly Gifts Don’t Satisfy page 9

Children will receive various sized gifts to illustrate that the gifts the world off ers don’t really 
satisfy or bring joy. But the gifts God promises in His Word are eternal and can bring lasting joy. 
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Lesson Preparation
wHat You will do wHat You will need

COME ON IN

COME ON IN

  Print one Word Scramble activity sheet from 
the Resource DVD-ROM for each student.

  Word Scramble activity sheet for each student

  Pencils and crayons 

STUDYING THE WORD

STUDYING GOD’S WORD

  Study the Prepare to Share section.

  Go Before the Th rone.

  Print the Lesson Board Work outline from the 
Resource DVD-ROM for your use in planning 
your lesson.

  Student Take Home Sheets

  Lesson Board Work outline 

ACTIVITY 1

1
GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES

  Print one God Keeps His Promises worksheet 
from the Resource DVD-ROM for each student. 

  God Keeps His Promises worksheet for each 
student

  Pencils 

ACTIVITY 2

2
EARTHLY GIFTS DON’T SATISFY

  Print one set of the Earthly Gifts cards from the 
Resource DVD-ROM. 

  Earthly Gifts cards

MEMORY VERSE

Memory Verse
acts 17:26–27 And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth 
and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, so that they should 
seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and fi nd Him, though He is not far from each one 
of us.

 ➤ Pace your lesson! You can use the provided clocks to indicate the time each section should be 
completed to keep the lesson on schedule. While teaching, you can compare your 

anticipated times with the actual time and shorten or drop sections as necessary. 10:30
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PREPARE TO SHARE

Prepare to Share 
Scriptural Background

To prepare for this lesson, read Genesis 12:1–9, 
13:1–8; Hebrews 11:8–12.

Before the creation of the world God determined to 
reveal Himself through His merciful plan of redemption 
(Matthew 25:34; Ephesians 1:4). God offers this plan 
by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8) and originally 
revealed it to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. In 
the midst of the Curse that came as a result of their dis-
obedience, God gave the promise of a Redeemer who 
would crush the serpent’s head (Genesis 3:15). 

As we learn of God’s call to Abram (later renamed 
Abraham), we see more of the promise whose fulfill-
ment is revealed throughout Scripture. God’s eternal 
plan to bring redemption continued with the Abrahamic 
Covenant—God would make Abraham a great nation 
that would in turn bless all nations (Genesis 12:1–3). 
Abraham was called physically to be the father of the 
Jewish nation; but more than that, he was called to be 
the father of all those who believe by faith in the prom-
ised Messiah, both Jew and Gentile (Romans 4:9–12).

It was because of Abraham’s amazing faith—faith 
in things hoped for but not yet seen (Hebrews 11:1)—
that he could obediently follow God’s lead and believe 
the incredible promises made to him (Genesis 17:17). 
In fact, his faith provided the stamina for him to leave 
his home, go to a foreign country, and wait for his 
wife Sarah to conceive and bear a child. This was the 
child that would produce for Abraham descendants as 
many as the stars of the sky and as innumerable as 
the sand by the sea (Hebrews 11:8–12). These descen-
dants would become a new nation, appointed by God 
Himself, through which He would ultimately bring a 
Savior, Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:1). 

As mentioned earlier, our faith comes through 
grace, as a gift from God. In Romans 4, the Apostle 
Paul presents Abraham as an example of faith. Abraham 
proved his faith by his obedience. He did not waver at 
the promise of God through unbelief, but was strength-
ened in faith (Romans 4:20). This faith was what pro-
vided Abraham’s righteousness (Romans 4:22), just as it 
is our faith in God’s provided Savior, Jesus, that brings us 
to a righteous standing before Him (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

apologeticS Background
We trust the Bible as the inerrant Word of God and 

stand on it soundly as our authority in all things. But it is 
exciting when God allows us to confirm biblical accounts 

with present-day discoveries as He has done for us in this 
account. You see, the ancient city of Ur (Abram’s birth-
place as mentioned in Genesis 11) was rediscovered and 
excavated by archaeologists between 1922 and 1934, 
providing much more information about the city and life 
during the time of Abram (Genesis 11:28). 

The people of Ur had adopted Nanna, the moon 
god, as their patron. A ziggurat was erected as a temple 
to Nanna, perhaps hearkening back only a few gen-
erations to the Tower of Babel, when God judged the 
people for disobedience and idolatry by confusing their 
language. Ur was a thoroughly pagan city where the 
religious leaders and rulers used their idolatry to con-
trol the populace. Royal burial pits were discovered that 
included masters and their servants—giving the appear-
ance that once the royalty died, servants willingly (or 
unwillingly) committed suicide. In one case, as many as 
68 servants were found buried with their master. 

After realizing the pagan, godless nature of the 
people of Ur, we are not surprised that God would call 
Abram to move from that city and journey to a new 
location where He would continue the fulfillment of His 
plan of redemption for all who would believe. 

HiStorical Background
What better way is there to look at the history of 

Abraham than to consider the genealogy carefully 
recorded by God? Genesis begins at the beginning and 
gives us details of the history of mankind—starting with 
Adam. (See Genesis chapters 10 and 11). 

These genealogies are God’s way of revealing His 
intention from the very beginning to use sinful man to 
accomplish His perfect plan of redemption. We wit-
ness generations of the descendants of Adam weaving 
through history to the patriarch, Abraham. We recog-
nize his role in the plan and watch expectantly as he 
begets Isaac to carry on the seed that will one day pro-
vide the Messiah. 

The history of this account includes God’s call to 
Abram to leave Ur and go to the land of Canaan. Abram 
was traveling with his father and family (Genesis 11:31) 
and stopped short of Canaan in Haran (Acts 7:2 –3). We 
aren’t told why this caravan stopped in Haran, but we 
do know that Abram’s father, Terah, succumbed to the 
idolatry of that pagan city (Joshua 24:2). It was after 
Terah died in Haran that God again called Abram to the 
land of Canaan (Genesis 12:1). Once Abram arrived in 
Canaan, the Lord appeared to him and promised the 
land to his descendants. 
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Here again we observe the faith of Abraham as 
he built an altar to the Lord and worshipped Him 
despite the fact that he was still childless. Abraham 
believed God and knew that the truth and promises 
yet to be fulfi lled in this land would include all man-
kind for all eternity. 

For more information on this topic, see the Online 
Resource Page.

BEFORE THE THRONE

BeFore tHe tHrone

Dear Lord, thank you for your Word and for open-
ing my eyes to your truth. Lord, as I teach this 
lesson, please increase my faith and trust in you—
in what you do. Help me to see that all of your 

purposes are good—even when tears are running 
down my face. Help me to realize fully that only 
the things you promise through faith in your Word 
will bring me true joy. No amount of earthly goods 
or pleasures will fi ll my heart like your truth can. I 
long to be completely yours—to look to the heav-
enly city that God has designed and built for me. 
And please take the young minds of my students, 
and their hardened hearts, and mold them to 
your will. Give them the faith of Abraham that will 
bring obedience to you and your word. Help them, 
Lord, to see that the things of the earth cannot 
satisfy and won’t last. Fix their eyes on the things 
above as only you can do. 
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COME ON IN

come on in

As students arrive . . .

• They will unscramble words from the 
memory verse on the Word Scramble activity 
sheet.

• They will color the picture on the sheet.

GROUP PRAYER TIME

After all the students arrive, pray with 
them before beginning the lesson.  

REVIEW

review

Using the Lesson Theme posters from previous 
weeks, quickly review the previous lessons with 
your students. Take 5 to 10 minutes to reinforce 
the important truths the students have heard so 
far in your class.

Ask the children questions about the previous 
lessons as you review the Lesson Theme posters. 
Reflect briefly on the passages you read, bringing 
the objectives and themes back into focus. This 
will refresh the truths in your students’ minds 
and maintain continuity as 
you teach through the les-
sons.

APPLY THE WORD

Studying God’s Word
read tHe word

 ü Open your Bibles to Genesis 12:1–5. We are going to talk about a man 
named Abram. Have you heard of him? Allow answers while children are finding 
Genesis 12. 

God changed his name to Abraham later in the Bible. But in this account, 
he is still called Abram. 

 ü Has everyone found Genesis 12? I am going to read verses 1 to 5 while you 
listen very carefully. Read the verses while the children follow along.

examine tHe word 
observe the text

 ü Who was speaking in verse 1, and who was He speaking to? The Lord is 
speaking to Abram. Write on the board, “The Lord said to Abram.”

 ü What was the Lord saying to Abram? It is still in verse 1. Get out of your country. 

Write on the board, “Get out of your country.”

 ü What did the Lord want Abram to leave? His family and his father’s house. Write on 
the board, “Leave your family.” 

 ü Where was Abram supposed to go? Still in verse 1! To a land the Lord would show 
him. Write on the board, “Go to a different land.”

Genesis 12:1–5 

 ➤ If the children 
can’t come up with 
the answers to these 
questions, re-read the 
text to them. They will 
learn how to study the 
Bible by learning to find 
the answers in the text. 

 ➤ Print the Lesson 
Board Work outline from 
the Resource DVD-ROM 
for easier planning. 
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Great! God called Abram away from his home to a different land. And 
God promised to give Abram some things. Let’s see what they are! 
Abram was in for a very long journey, and he would never return to his 
homeland of Ur.

 ü Look in verse 2. God promised Abram three things in this one verse. Take 
a look at the verse. What are the things God promised? Make Abram a great 
nation; bless him and give him a great name; he would be a blessing. Write on the board, “God 
promised Abram: a great nation, a great name, he would be a blessing.”

 ü There are three more things God told Abram in verse 3. Look at the verse. 
What are they? God would bless those who bless Abram. God would curse those who curse 
him. Many families would be blessed by him. Write on the board, “God would: bless those who bless 
Abram; curse those who curse Abram; bless many families by him.”

 ü How old was Abram when God asked him to leave like this? Look at verse 4. 75.

 ü And who was his wife? She went with him. Sarai. 

 ü What was the name of the land they were headed for? Look at the very 
end of verse 5. The Land of Canaan. Write on the board, “On to Canaan.”

discover the truth

It seems to me that Abram had a lot of faith in God. He was obedient to 
God’s call to leave everything he knew, pack up his family and all of his 
possessions, and head for a different land—a land he didn’t know much 
about! That’s faith, isn’t it? 

Abram trusted God even when it didn’t make sense to him. The move and 
the trip were very difficult for Abram. And he was happy in the land of Ur 
where he had been living. But God had plans for Abram. And even though 
they didn’t make sense to Abram at the time, he trusted God and obeyed 
him. Abram showed that he had faith by listening to God, obeying him, 
and moving his family. 

God’s plans are perfect—they were perfect for Abram—even though they 
seemed very difficult at the time. God’s special plan and purpose for 
Abram turned out just the way God intended. And 
God’s plans for us are the same—they always turn out 
just the way God wants them to. 
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1 God Keeps His Promises
materialS
 God Keeps His Promises worksheet for each student

 Pencils 

inStructionS

Divide the class into teams and have the teams huddle 
together in diff erent parts of the room on the fl oor. Pass out 
the worksheets, telling the children not to start until you tell 
them. They will fi ll in the missing words in the verses by using 
the codes on the sheet. You will tell them when to start. Have 
the groups jump up and run to the front of the room when 
they are fi nished. When the whole class fi nishes and is at the 
front of the room, have the children read the verses together. 

I want you to get into teams; I’m going to 
pass these worksheets out and you will 
complete them as a team. When you’re 
fi nished, jump up and run to the front of 

the class. When everyone has fi nished the sheet, have 
all the children read it together. 

connect to tHe trutH

ü What are the things God asked Abram to 
do? You can look at the sheet you just fi lled 
out or look at the board. Get out of your country; 
leave your family; go to a diff erent land. 

ü What did God promise Abram? Again, look 
at the sheet you just fi lled out or at the 
board. A great nation; a great name; he would be a 
blessing; God would bless those who bless him and curse 
those who curse him; many families would be blessed by 
him. Refer to the board work. 

Abram had faith in God and trusted that 
God’s purposes were perfect—even though 
it was going to be a 
diffi  cult journey. 

read tHe word
We just read about Abram in Genesis. Now we are going to learn more 
about him in Hebrews. Hebrews is in the New Testament. Who can fi nd 
the book of Hebrews on the Books of the Bible poster? Refer to the Books of the 
Bible poster and call on someone to show the class where the book of Hebrews is. 

Turn to Hebrews 11:8–10. I am going to read it to you and then ask some 
questions, so listen carefully. And remember that at this point, God had 
already changed Abram’s name to Abraham. Read the passage once all the children 
have found it in their Bibles. Again, if they can’t fi nd the answers in the text themselves, re-read the 
verses as you ask the questions. Allow the children to come up with the answers.

examine tHe word
observe the text

 ü Who is Hebrews 11:8 talking about? Abraham. 

 ü What did Abraham do? Obeyed. 

 ü And how did Abraham obey? He went out to another country.

 ü Did Abraham know where he was going? No. 

 ü Why did Abraham obey? What did he have? Th e answer is in verses 8 and 9. Faith. 

Hebrews 11:8–10

What did 
Abraham do? 
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Abraham had faith in God and obeyed him. We saw the same thing in 
Genesis. 

 ü Now look in verse 10. What was Abraham waiting for? A city.

 ü And who is the builder and maker of the city Abraham was waiting for? God.

You see, Abraham went in faith to the land of Canaan. He got to Canaan 
believing God’s promises—that his descendants would one day become a great 
nation—but he never saw that happen. He died before God kept His promise.

But it didn’t matter to Abraham. We read in Hebrews 11:10 that Abraham 
was really waiting for a different city—a city whose builder and maker is God. 

 ü What do you think that is referring to? It is not Canaan! Heaven. 

That’s right. Now turn to Hebrews 11:16, and listen as I read it. Read Hebrews 
11:16 after they find the verse.

 ü What are they looking for? A heavenly country. 

That’s right—a heavenly country. A city whose builder and maker is God. 
It is the same city Abraham was looking for. 

 ü And who has prepared that city for them? God.

discover the truth
Do you see? Abraham was promised a new land here on earth—Canaan. 
It was an earthly reward. Abraham never saw all of the things God 
promised him. But he always had faith in God. He was always hoping for 
an even better land or city—heaven!

To Abraham, heaven was more important—and he was looking for his 
rewards there. Abraham was patient and trusted God even though his life 
was often hard. But he had faith that God had something better for him.

There is a big difference between earthly rewards and heavenly rewards, 
isn’t there? We can’t see our heavenly rewards. We need faith like 
Abraham had to be able to say, “I am willing to obey, Lord. I am willing to 
follow you in faith.” The rewards here on earth are not important. But the 
rewards in heaven—they are eternal and will bring everlasting joy.

 ü And we can be sure of those heavenly rewards. Does anyone know how 
we can get those rewards? Allow children to answer.

We get those rewards through faith—just like Abraham. Our faith must 
be placed in Jesus Christ. Faith in Jesus is the only way to get those 
heavenly rewards that last forever and ever. Jesus offers us forgiveness of 
our sins. Jesus died for us to save us from our sins. And whoever turns to 
Him, whoever turns away from sinful ways and trusts in 
Him, can be forgiven.Then we will have heavenly 
rewards. And they are forever!

Hebrews 11:16
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2 Earthly Gifts Don’t Satisfy
materialS
 Earthly Gifts cards 

inStructionS
Pass out the various sized Earthly Gifts cards. Have the 
children stand in order according to the size of the gift on their 
card—smallest to largest. If you have a very large class, you 
can pair the children or use two sets of cards for the activity. 
They will then read the verse from the cards: Colossians 3:2.

I have some very special gifts here. I’m going 
to pass them out to you. You know, when 
I get a gift I usually like big ones, don’t you? 
Because I think the bigger the gift, the better! 
But you are going to have to take what I give 
you today. Pass out the Earthly Gifts cards.

Now, get in order from the largest gift to 
the smallest here in front of the room. Allow 
children to work together to get in order. 

Very good! Now there are words on each of 
the cards—it is a Bible verse, Colossians 3:2. 
I want the person with the largest gift to 
start reading the verse. Have the children read the 
verse from the cards. 

ü What does our verse say we are supposed 
to set our minds on? Things above.

ü And what does God’s Word say we are not 
to set our minds on? Earthly things. 

connect to tHe trutH
Th at’s right. You all have diff erent sized 
gifts. And if all we saw was the smallest gift, 
that would be OK. But if we know there is 
a bigger gift that might be better, we want 
that gift. And here is a bigger one—but wait! 

I want the one that is even bigger and better 
than this one. As you discuss this go down the line, 
looking at the various gifts and grabbing the bigger gifts—
then give it back and go to the next larger gift.

You know, we always want something bigger 
and better. But then we get tired of that—
and we want something newer, bigger, and 
even better than the last thing. 

But we saw in today’s lesson that Abram 
wasn’t that way. Remember, he never 
received all of God’s promises—but he 
trusted that the gift of the heavenly city 
that God had prepared for him would be 
worth everything he had to do. We can 
learn from Abram—he didn’t look to the 
rewards here on earth.

Th is world seems to off er us wonderful gifts. 
But we often just want bigger and bigger 
things—things that we think are better. We 
really aren’t ever happy with our new stuff  
for very long. We always want more. Th e 
gifts of this world don’t really satisfy, but 
the gifts we are promised in God’s Word 
through Jesus Christ will satisfy. Th ey will 
last forever—for all of eternity.

Read the verse on your gift cards again. Have 
the children read Colossians 3:2 again.

We are to keep our eyes on the things above. 
We can’t see them—but if we believe in Jesus 
and trust Him, we will understand that those 
promises in the Bible are worth more than 
anything this world could 
ever off er.
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APPLY THE WORD

Applying God’s Word
wHat You Heard in tHe word

You know, we can see what real faith in God looks like when we study 
Abram. He had to leave everything he knew and head for the desert. He 
left his family and his father’s house. He packed it all up and headed out—
and he wasn’t even sure where God was leading him. But his faith was 
firm. And we learned that he really was fixing his eyes on the heavenly city 
—heaven—designed and built by God. He was waiting for the rewards 
that awaited him there. 

What Abram believed—and what we can also believe if we have faith 
in God—is that God’s plans are perfect. Always. No matter what is 
happening. Even when tears are running down your face, you can trust 
God because He is good and His plans are perfect. 

All the gifts or rewards that the world offers don’t really make us happy. 
Just like our paper gifts here—we always want something else. We want 
something newer or bigger or better. The rewards on earth get old, and 
we get tired of them. Refer to the Earthly Gifts cards from the activity. 

But the rewards God promises through Jesus—the rewards that will be 
ours because Jesus came to earth, died on the Cross, and rose from the 
dead—those rewards are worth waiting for. Because those rewards will 
last forever, and we won’t ever get tired of them or want anything else! 
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MEMORY VERSE

memorY verSe

acts 17:26–27 And He has made from one blood 
every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, and has determined their preappointed 
times and the boundaries of their dwellings, so 
that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that 
they might grope for Him and fi nd Him, though 
He is not far from each one of us.

GROUP PRAYER TIME

group praYer time

Be sure to pray with your class before you dismiss 
them.

• Th ank God for the truth of His Word, and 
that through His Word we can have faith like 
Abraham had.

• Pray that we would not want the things the 
world off ers—they will not make us happy. 
But that we would desire the things above—
the heavenly city.

god’S word in tHe real world
Please remember, children, that the things the world off ers us can never 
make us happy. Don’t let all the stuff  you want to have and do keep you 
from looking to the things above—the things we read about in God’s 
Word, the wonderful things that will last forever. 

When you go shopping with your parents or you visit a friend, don’t be 
tempted to want everything you see. Th at stuff  will just get old, wear out, 
break, or you just won’t want it anymore. Th e gifts Jesus off ers are worth 
more and last a lot longer. And I know that you will never get tired of them. 

It takes faith like Abram’s to believe this. And that faith 
will come to you if you read God’s Word. 

 ➤ Pass out 
the Student Take 
Home Sheets and 
remind the children 
to practice the 
memory verse this 
week.
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Notes


